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BACKGROUND

Rapid urbanization is increasingly recognized as
a force of change that influences young people’s
lives In varied ways. Adolescents’ movement out
of rural areas, often described as an “exodus’, is
motivated by the need to seek educational or
work opportunities or in response to droughts,
natural disasters or conflict at home (Temin et
al., 2013). The impact of migration on
adolescent lives is gendered (Hertrich and
Lesclingand, 2012; 2013).

All three countries we study (Malawi, Mali and
Niger) have witnessed rapid urban growth in
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marital relationships.
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marriage and empower girls. Structured
interviews with adolescent girls ages 12-19 in
Malawi, Mali, and Niger included questions
about qirl's experience and motivations for
migration, family experience of migration,
including the role of remittances.

We also collected qualitative data through in-
depth interviews and focus group discussions
(FGDs) with adolescent girls and their parents in
Mali (2017), Malawi (2018) and Niger (2018), as
well as in-depth interviews (IDI) with male and
female key informants in Mali and Malawi.

Malawi Mali Niger
Interviews 1029 829 599
FGDs 29 31 16
IDIs 21 41 -

Perceptions of Adolescent Male Migration

“If ever, he returns from exodus or
migration, we monitor him
carefully in bed for a few days
with reluctant strategies. Like

that, easily, we do not accept him
in bed as before. We fear being
contaminated by some sort of
disease. That's the change.”
(Mothers, Maradi, Niger)

adolescent girls.
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